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Council Votes on Including Right to Opt Out  
in Parents' Bill of Rights 

 
2015 State Tests begin the week of April 14 

 
Many parents do not know they have the right to opt out of high stakes testing 

 
Legislation would also require Bill of Rights be distributed to 

all parents at the start of every school year 
 
  
Tomorrow, March 31st, the City Council will vote on Res. 577-2015, which will 
amend the Department of Education's Parents' Bill of Rights and Responsibilities to 
include the right to opt out of standardized tests and will require the Bill of Rights to 
be distributed to all parents at the beginning of every school year. The bill's prime 
sponsors are Council Members Helen Rosenthal and Daniel Dromm (Chair, 
Committee on Education). 
 
2015 State Tests begin the week of April 14.  
 
While the Department of Education has in place a Parents' Bill of Rights and 
Responsibilities, there is currently no system or policy in place for regularly 
distributing the document to parents. In addition, while parents have the right to 

 
HELEN ROSENTHAL 

Council Member, District 6 
Manhattan 

 
DISTRICT OFFICE 

563 COLUMBUS AVENUE, AT 

87TH STREET 
NEW YORK, NY 10024 

(212) 873-0282 
 

CITY HALL OFFICE 
250 BROADWAY, ROOM 1744 

NEW YORK, NY 10007 
(212) 788-6975 

 
www.council.nyc.gov 

 
 

THE COUNCIL 

OF 

THE CITY OF NEW 

YORK 
 

  
CHAIR 
Contracts 

 
COMMITTEES 

Finance 
Housing and Buildings 

Cultural Affairs 
Community Development 

Oversight and Investigations 

https://mail.council.nyc.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=tYX8Ai8RQUerIrXIQtuVru9S6kyLPtII3A99Nz_-4hamlUADF-8uUh_RiNQg_uy4hThkQRGRdo8.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fHelenRosenthal.us7.list-manage1.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3dedee006fb24fdab4a40b2ed1e%26id%3dbad9ff5317%26e%3dd18e586fa2


opt out of high stakes testing, many parents are not aware of this right, and it is not 
currently included in the Parents' Bill of Rights.  
  
This "right to know" bill calls for transparency and equal access to information for 
all public school parents and guardians, regardless of the school their children 
attend. 
  
“Parent involvement is critical to student success in school," said Council Member 
Helen Rosenthal. "The DOE Parents' Bill of Rights and Responsibilities would be a 
great way to keep parents informed and engaged – if parents knew it existed. Our 
Resolution asks the DOE to distribute the Parents' Bill of Rights at the beginning of 
every school year, including their right and the implications of their child "opting-
out" of standardized tests, so parents are equipped to make the best choices for 
their child." 
  
“Every parent has the right to opt their child out of the high stress and high stakes 
New York State English and Math tests; however, not every parent knows this,” said 
City Council Education Committee Chairperson Daniel Dromm. “Making sure 
this right is added into the Parents' Bill of Rights and Responsibilities and that these 
copies of these rights are equally distributed to every parent is imperative for 
inclusivity and transparency in our schools. I know as a former teacher that 
involving parents is integral to their child’s success in school. I thank Council 
Member Helen Rosenthal for working with me on this issue.” 
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