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Council Member Helen Rosenthal Recognizes 

District 3 Green Schools Group at City Hall 
 

 

On Thursday Council Member Helen Rosenthal recognized the District 3 Green Schools 

Group with a proclamation for their work and dedication to sustainability in NYC public 

schools in a ceremony at City Hall.  

  

The District 3 Green Schools Group, founded in 2009 and composed entirely of parent 

volunteers, meets monthly to organize sustainability programs in schools throughout the 

district.  

  

The Group's long and impressive list of programs includes classroom and cafeteria 

recycling, classroom (composting) worm bins, Student Trash Troopers, Energy 

conservation and Climate Change education programs, Earth Day programming and 

assemblies, roof top greenhouses, school gardens and butterfly gardens, solar (roof) 

panels on Brandeis HS, Nike sneaker recycling collections, Terracyle collections, textile 

recycling collections, Halloween costume swaps, sports equipment swaps, environmental 

movie nights, school Green Teams & Wellness Committees, communal paper shredding 

annual events, making art from reclaimed materials, rainwater harvesting systems, 

hydroponics and aquaponics, waste-free lunch initiatives, replacing styrofoam cafeteria 

trays with compostable (bagasse) trays, eliminating packaged sporks, creating a Monarch 

Way-station, waste-free school fairs using only recycled crafts, and green fundraisers 

selling reusable water bottles and reusable lunch containers. 
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In 2011 five parent volunteers began 

the D3 composting pilot program. Lisa 

Maller, Pamela French, Laura Sametz, 

Jennifer Prescott, and Emily Fano 

organized the pilot in its first year. Due 

to their efforts the pilot was a huge 

success, eliminating more than 1,900 

styrofoam trays from the waste stream 

daily and achieving 85% overall 

reduction of garbage by volume. 

Through intensive education, the 

schools also dramatically increased the 

capture of recyclables in the cafeteria. 

By 2012, the program expanded to 

eight D3 schools and has been 

embraced by the entire district each 

year since. 

  

The pilot composting program in 

School District 3 became a model for 

New York City, and the Department of 

Sanitation has expanded the program 

dramatically throughout the city. The 

D3 Green Schools Group continues to work closely with the Department of Education 

and Department of Sanitation to refine the program for success as it expands throughout 

the city. 

 

"The District 3 Green Schools Group has gone above and beyond in bringing 

sustainability to schools on the Upper West Side and citywide. Their composting pilot 

program in four school buildings reduced cafeteria garbage from 54 bags to 8 bags. This 

dedicated group of parent volunteers is a model of the difference that engaged parents can 

make in their children's education," said Council Member Helen Rosenthal. 

 

“The proactive parent group in District 3 has been at the forefront of making our City’s 

schools more sustainable. Their incredible work has shown us that with inspiration and 

commitment our schools can be shining examples of waste reduction and recycling,” 

said Kathryn Garcia, Commissioner, NYC Department of Sanitation. 

 

“The NYC Department of Education Sustainability Initiative is very appreciative of the 

D3 Green Schools Group for taking the lead in piloting the composting program. By 

proving the concept that separation of organic waste is possible on a large scale in our 

cafeterias, they’ve enabled the Department of Education to reduce its impact on the 

Earth,” said Dr. Sharon Jaye, D.Ed., SFP, Director of Sustainability, Division of 

School Facilities, NYC Department of Education 
 

"District 3 schools have been leaders on school sustainability, especially when it comes 



to composting food scraps from cafeterias. GrowNYC has been pleased to work closely 

with these school communities to create a model for school recycling programs citywide, 

as well as a culture of neighborhood sustainability that includes participating in 

Greenmarket food scrap compost collections," said Marcel Van Ooyen, Executive 

Director of GrowNYC. 

 

"I would like to congratulate the District 3 Green Schools group on their achievements 

and thank Council Member Rosenthal for taking this opportunity to recognize them. They 

have set a great example for sustainability education and activism in the schools that I 

hope other districts can follow," said Council Member Antonio Reynoso, Chair of the 

Committee on Sanitation & Solid Waste Management. 

 

“Today I am proud to stand with my colleague Council Member Rosenthal and recognize 

the exemplary work done by the District 3 Green School Group,” said Council Member 

Donovan Richards, Chair to the Committee on Environmental Protection. “For the 

past 6 years the district 3 schools have done considerable work to reduce waste and 

integrate sustainability into not only the curriculum, but also into the core values of the 

school. The innovative work done by this group has provided a sustainability model to be 

replicated at all New York City schools for a truly greener future.” 

 

"It's an honor to work with such a dedicated and creative group of parents who give their 

time to develop and implement innovative school sustainability programs, from gardens 

to renewable energy, and share these projects with other schools throughout District 3. 

We are thankful to Jennifer Freeman for creating the D3 Green Schools Group [in 2009] 

and giving us the opportunity to share ideas and support each other's efforts through 

regular meetings" said Megan Nordgren, mother of children in PS 84 and the 

Computer School, co-Chair of D3 Green Schools Group. 

 

"I founded the D3 Green Schools Group to create a forum to bring together parents with 

children at different schools but shared concerns about the health of our kids and the 

planet. The group has exceeded my expectations, especially the dedicated parents who 

proved that food scrap composting in schools was realistic and could have a huge 

impact," said Jennifer Freeman, former D3 public school parent and founder of the 

D3 Green Schools Group. 

 

“District 3 was the perfect place to pilot food and tray waste composting," said Lisa 

Maller, Anderson parent, co-Chair of the District 3 Green Schools Group, and 

founder of the 2012 D3 Food Waste Pilot. "We already had a team of dedicated parents 

who were volunteering to green their children’s schools, and this was the natural next 

step. Working with students and staff, including kitchen and custodial, we were able to 

reduce our schools' cafeteria waste stream by 85%. The pilot team is grateful to Laura 

Rosenshine and IESI for donating four months of organics collection in 2012. This 

allowed us to gather the metrics we needed for City officials, to prove the viability of 

expanding the program to all NYC public schools.” 
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