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CM Helen Rosenthal Calls for Increased Community Input on  

Renovation Plans for Landmarked Buildings 
 

Currently, developers can make significant changes to renovation plans after presenting 

to the Landmarks Preservation Commission with no community input 

 

Council Member Helen Rosenthal will introduce a bill on Thursday that would 

increase community input on renovation plans for landmarked buildings or buildings in 

historic districts.  

 

Currently, developers who want to modify a landmarked or historic building present their 

plan to the local community board and then to the Landmarks Preservation Commission 

(LPC). If a developer makes a significant change to the plan after the LPC presentation, 

the community has no formal opportunity for input. 

 

Council Member Rosenthal's bill would require all developers modifying a landmarked 

building or a building in a historic district to notify the community of all significant 

changes to their plan after their initial presentation to the LPC. Significant changes 

include a change in footprint, an increase in height, or a significant change in the exterior 

design elements or materials. 
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In FY 14 LPC received 13,237 permit applications; 95% of those were issued by LPC 

staff, and 5% (441 permits) required a full public hearing. This bill would apply only to 

the LPC permit applications that already require a full public hearing. 

 

Nearly 33,000 buildings citywide and 25.67% of buildings in Manhattan are protected by 

the NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission.  

 

"Landmarked buildings and historic districts are essential to the identity and cultural 

heritage of New York City. Developers who modify these buildings currently get 

community board input for their first design, but not for any subsequent design that may 

have substantial changes. Furthermore, the current policy of sharing the initial design 

with the community board is only that, policy, and could easily change under a future 

administration less committed to gaining invaluable insights from the community. My 

bill will codify existing policy and continue to engage the community should there be 

substantial changes to the project," said Council Member Helen Rosenthal. 

 

“It isn’t fair to surprise the public by significantly changing an application after it’s been 

aired for public comment. Giving Community Boards a second look when plans change 

is an important step to ensure transparency in the Landmarks permit process,” 

said Manhattan Borough President Gale A. Brewer. “I’m working on a slate of 

reforms to strengthen our 50-years-young Landmarks Law with several of my Council 

colleagues and the preservation community, and I hope this commonsense proposal from 

Council Member Rosenthal will be considered along with our package.” 

 

"I commend Council Member Rosenthal for her legislation to enhance the voice of our 

communities regarding significant renovations to landmarked buildings, which 

themselves are important parts of our communities. The community board is the right 

place to have a thorough dialogue about significant changes to landmarked buildings or 

buildings in historic districts. Through robust community dialogue, everyone stands to 

benefit," said Brooklyn Borough President Eric L. Adams. 

 

“Time and again, we see plans for developments that lack essential input from residents. 

We must recognize that residents deserve and are uniquely qualified to offer meaningful 

feedback on plans to renovate landmarked buildings in their vicinity. This means that 

throughout the entire review process, community engagement has to be a real priority and 

not simply a token gesture. I join Council Member Rosenthal in calling for needed reform 

to this process, so that the voices in our communities can be heard and considered” 

said Council Member Mark Levine. 

 

“I am proud to be a co-sponsor to Council Member Rosenthal’s legislation regarding 

proposed changes to landmarked properties. Our communities care deeply for 
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architecturally significant buildings throughout the city and protecting them for future 

generations to enjoy is paramount. Currently, applicants are not required to present 

proposed changes to landmarked buildings or buildings in historic districts to community 

boards and we have to rely on developers or owners to do so. This legislation would 

provide the public with greater notice and additional opportunities for input. It would 

ensure that the Landmarks Preservation Commission seek further input by the 

community. In my district, community residents worked for many years on landmarking 

Tammany Hall. Less than a year later the Commission approved the owner’s proposed 

change to the roof forever marring this significant New York building," said Council 

Member Rosie Mendez. 

 

“While CB7 has yet to take formal action on Council Member Rosenthal’s bill, we’re 

grateful for her response to the issue we spoke with her about some time ago: that is the 

necessity for the community to have a chance to evaluate and comment on significant 

changes to construction and renovation applications within historic districts and 

especially those affecting individual landmarks,” said Jay Adolf, Chair of the 

Preservation Committee of Community Board 7. 

 

"West End Preservation Society supports Council Member Helen Rosenthal’s proposed 

legislation that would increase community awareness on construction, alteration or 

demolition plans on landmarked buildings or buildings in historic districts. This 

legislation would allow for more transparency in the landmarks process by alerting the 

community to any significant changes in design that are made subsequent to a projects’ 

public hearing at the Landmarks Preservation Commission," said Josette Amato, 

Executive Director of the West End Preservation Society. 

 

"A huge component of the Landmarks Commission’s review process is receiving and 

absorbing the public’s commentary on developers’ proposals for new buildings or 

alterations. If a developer changes the proposed building's initial design and the public is 

then cut out of the process, not only have community groups and residents wasted their 

efforts, but there’s now no meaningful public input. The public must be kept in the loop 

so, in the end, the public's commentary reflects what the developer’s actually proposing, 

and not some design that in many ways has been previously discarded," said Richard 

Moses, President of the Lower East Side Preservation Initiative. 

 

# # # 


